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L E TIT ET 


TO THE 


Reverend Mr: Dou GLAS, 


ini, pane a ia ge 


By his Vindication of M TL TO AN 


To sie are fubjoin’ d 


Several curious original LETTERS from the Authors 
of the UNIVERSAL History, Mr. AINSWORTH, 
Mr. MAcCLAURIN, &§e.  * 


By WILLIAM LAUDER, AM. 


Quem pægitet peccaffe pane eft innocens, cý 
SENECA; 
Corpora magnanimo Jatis eft proftraffe Leoni, 
~ - Pugna fuum finem, quum jacet boftis, kabet, 
Ovip. 
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Cree ae 
Neg PORE an a EY 


TO THE 


Reverend Mr. Doug/as. 


pale is; 

( T cain and 'Tendernefs are in any Relation, and on all Oc- 
cafions, eminently amiable ; but when they are found in an 
Adverfary,and found fo prevalent as to over-power that Zeal 

which his Caufe excites, and that Heat which naturally increales 

in the Profecution of Argument, and which may be in a great 

Meafure juftify’d by the Love of Truth, they certainly appear 

with particular Advantages ; and it is impoffible not to envy 

thofe who poffefs the Friendfhip of him, whom it is even {fome 

Degree of good Fortune to have known as an Enemy. 

I will not fo far difflemble my Weaknefs, or my Fault, as not 
to confefs that my With was to have pafied undetected ; but 
fince it has been my Fortune to fail in my original Defign, to 
have the fuppofitious Paflages which I have inferted in my Quo- 
tations made known to the World, and the Shade which began 
to gather on the Splendour of Mikon totally difperfed, I cannot 
but count it an Alleviation of my Pain, that I have been defeated 
by a Man who knows how to ufe Advantages with fo much 
Moderation, and can enjoy the Honour of Conqueft without the 
Infolence of Triumph. 

It was one of the Maxims of the Spartans, not to prefs upon 
a flying Army, and therefore their Enemies were always ready 
to quit the Field, becaufe they knew the Danger was only in op- 
pofing. The Civility with which you have thought proper to 
treat me, when you had inconteftable Superiority, has inclined 

A 2 me 


(4) 
me to make your Victory complete, without any further Struggle, 
and not only publickly to acknowledge the Truth of the Charge 
which you have hitherto advanced, but to confefs, without the 
leat Diffimulation, Subterfuge, or Concealment, every other In- 
terpolation I have made in thofe Authors, which you have not 
yet had Opportunity to. examine. 

On the Sincerity and Punétuality of this Confefiion, I am wil- 
ling to depend for all the future Regard of Mankind, and can- 
not but indulge fome Hopes, that they whom my Offence has 
alienated from me, may, by this Inftance of Ingenuity and Re- 
pentance, be propitiated and reconciled. Whatever be the 
Event, I fhall at leaft have done all that can be done in Repa- 
ration of my former Injuries to Milton, to Truth, and to Man- 
kind, and entreat that thofe who fhall continue implacable, will 
examine their own Hearts whether they have not committed 
equal Crimes without equal Proofs of Sorrow, or equal Acts of 


Attonement *.. - 
PASSAGES, interpolated in MASENIUs. 


The Word Pandemonium in the marginal Notes of Book I. 
Effay Page ro. 


Citation VI. Effay, Page 38. 


Adnuit ipfa Dolo, malumque (heu L langa dolendi 
Materies! & trifte nefas !) vefana momordit 
'Tanti ignara mali. Mora nulla, folutus Avernus. 
Ex(puit infandas acies ; fractumque remugit 
Divulfa compage folum : Nabathæa receptum 
Regna dedere fonum, Pharioque in littore Nereus 
Territus erubuit: Simul adgemuere dolentes 
Hefperiz valles, Libyæque calentis arenæ 

Exarfere procul. Stupefaéta Lycaonis urfa 
Conftitit, & pavido riguit glacialis In axe : 

Omnis cardinibus fubmotus inhorruit orbis ; 


Angeli hoc efficiunt, celeftia fufa fecuti, 


* The Interpolations are diftinguifhed by Zralick Characters.. 
CITATION 
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Citation VII, Effay, Page 41. 


Hla quidem fugiens, fparfis per terga capillis, 

Ora rigat lacrimis, & ccelum queftibus implet : 
Talia voce rogans. Magni Deus arbiter orbis ! 
Qui rerum momenta tenes, i folufque futuri 
Pree{cius, elapfique memor ; quem terra:potentem 
Imperio, coelique tremunt; quem Dite: fuperbus 
Horrefcit Phlegethon, pavidoque: furore veretur :: 
En! Styge crudeli premimur. Laxantur hiatus 
Tartarei, dirufque folo dominatur Avernus, 
Infernique canes populantur .cunéta creata; 

Et manes violant fuperos: difcrimina rerum 
Suftulit Antitheus, Divumque oppreffit honorem. 
Refpice Sarcotheam: nimis, heu ! decepta momordit 
Infauftas epulas, nofque omnes prodidit hofti. 


Ciration VIII, Effay, Page 42, the whole Paflage,. | 


Quadrupedi pugnat quadrupes, volucrique volucris ; 
Et pifcis cum pifce ferox hoftilibus armis 

Preælia feva gerit: jam priftina pabula fpernunt, 
Jam tondere piget viridantes gramine campos : 
Alterum & alterius vivunt animalia letha» 
Prifca nec in gentem humanam reverentia durat ; 
Sed fugiunt, vel fi feterant fera bella minantur 
Fronte truci, torvofque oculos jaculantur in illam. 


CıTATIoN IX. Effay, Page 43. 


Vatibus antiquis numerantur lumine caffis, 
Tirefias, Phineus, Thamyrifque, & magnus Homerus: 


The above Paffage ftands thus in Mafenius, in one Line; 
‘Firefias cæcus, Thamyrifque, & Daphnis, Homerus, 
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(6) 
N. B. The Verfe now cited is in Majenius’s Poems, but not 
in the Sarcotzs. 


Crration X, Effay, Page 46. 


In medio, turmas inter provectus ovantes 
Cernitur Antitheus, reliquis hic altior unus 
Eminet, & circum vulgus defpectat inane : 
Frons nebulis obfcura latet, torvumque furorem 
Diffimulat, fide te&tus velamine noćtis : 
Perfimilis turri præceifæ, aut montibus altts 
Antique cedro, nudatæ frondis honore. 


A 


Paflages interpolated in Grotius, 
Citation I. Effay, Page 55 


Sacri Tonantis hoftis, exful patrie 

Ceeleftis, adfum ; Tartari triftem fpecum 
Fugiens, & atram nodtis eterne plagam. i 
Hac fpe, quod unum maximum fugio malum, ` 
Superos videbo. . Fallor ? an ċerté meo 
Concufla Tellus tota trepidat pondere ? 

Quid dico 2 Tellus ? Orcus ES pedibus tremiti 


CITATION II, Effay, Page 58. the whole Paflage. 


| | Nam, me judice, 
Regnare dignum eft ambitus etfi in Tartaro: 
Alto preefe Tartaro fiquidem juvat, 
Celis quam in ips fervi obire munia. 
Crration IV. Effay, Page 61. the whole Paffage, 


Innominata queque nominibus fuis, 
Libet vocare propriis vocabults. 
CITATION 
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Citation V. Effay, Page 63. 


Terreftris orbis rector |. & princeps freti ! 
Cali folique foboles! ætherium genus! 
Adame! dextram liceat amplecti tuam ! 


Crration ‘VI. Effay, ibid, 


Quod illud animal, tramite obliquo means, 
Ad me volutum flexili ferpit. via ? 

Sibila retorquet ora fetofum caput 
Trifidamque linguam vibrat: oculi ardent duo, 
Carbunculorum luce certantes rubra. 


Citation VII. Effay, Page 65. the whole Paflage. 


Nata Deo! atque homine fata! 
Regina mundi! eademque interitus infcia ! 
Cunétis colenda ! 


~ 


Citation VIII. Effay, Page 66. the whole Paffage’. 


Rationis etenim nmnino paritas- exigity 
Ego bruta quando beftia evafi loquens 5. 
Ex bomine, qualis ante, te fieri Deam, 


CrraTion IX. Effay, ibid. 


Per fanta thalami facra, per jus nominis 
Quodcumque noftri : five me natam vocas, 
Ex te creatam ; five communi patre 
Ortam, Sororem ; five potius conjugem :: 
Caffam, oro, dulci luminis jubare tui 

Ne me relinquas : nunc tuo auxilio eft opus, 
Cum verfa fors eft. Unicum lapfe mihi 
Firmamen, unam {fpem gravi adflitæ malo, 
"Fe mihi referva, dum licet:. Mortalium: 


a fil a 


(8). 
Ne tota foboles pereat unius nece : 
Tibi nam (lice guo petami 2 aut evit exigam F 


Crratiox x. Eftay, Page 67: the es ‘Patage, 
Eo he 
Tu namque Joli numini’ l toñtrarius, | 3 
Minus es nocivus; afè ego nocentior, 
( Adeoque mifera magis, quippe miferie comes 
Origogue fcelus eft, lurida. mater mali! dis 
Deumque lef i feclere, teque; Vir! fi mul. 


z ; > - 
i i Arfer i 
PAD 2 BELA EY 


CITATION, XI. Effay, Page A the whole, Palle, if i ae 
Quod LEA feos gigno, diris fibjacee.” 
Interpolation i in baa 

Crration VI. Effay, Page 88, - 


O Judex ! nova me facies inopinaque terret ; 

Me macule turpes, nudzeque in corpore fordes, 
Et cruciant duris exercita pectora poenis : 

Me ferus horror agit. Mihi | non vernantia prata, 
Non vitrei fontes, cœli non aurea templa, 

Nec funt grata mihi fub utroque jacentia {ole ; 

_ Judicis ora Dei fic terrent, lancinat ægrum 

~ Sic peétus mihi noza. O fi mt abrumpere. vitam, 
- Et detur pænam quovis evadere letho! r 
Ipfa parens utinam mihi Tellus ima dehifcat! 
Ad piceas trudarque umbras, atque infera regna! 
Pallentes umbras Erebi, noétemque profundam ! 
Montibus aut premar injectis, cœlique ruinâ ! 
Ante tuos vultus, tua quam flammantiaque ora 
Sufpiciam, caput objettem ‘& cceleftibus armis ? 
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Interpolations in S¢aphor/iius, 
Citation III. Effay, P. 104. 


Foedus in humanis fragili quod fanétius evo! 
Firmius & melius, quod magnificentius, ac quam 
Conjugil, fponfi fponfeque jugalia facra ! 
Aufpice te, fugiens alieni fubcuba lecti, 

Dira libido hominum tota de gente repulfa eft : 

Ac tantum gregibus pecudum ratione carentum 
Imperat, & fine lege tori. furibunda vagatur. 
Aujþice te, quam jura probant, reclumque, piumque, 
Filius atque pater, fraterque innotuit; & quot 
Vincula vicini fociarunt fanguinis, a te 

Nominibus didicére fuam diftinguere gentem. 


Ciration VI. Effay, P. 109. 


Coeleftes anime! fublimia templa tenentes, 
Laudibus adcumulate Deum fuper omnia magnum !———- 
Tu quoque nunc animi vis tota ac maxuma noftri ! 
Tota tui in Domini grates diffolvere laudes ! 

Aurord redeunte novd, redeuntibus umbris. 
Immenfum! auguftum ! verum! infcrutabile Numen ! 
Summe Deus! fobolefque Dei! conforfque duorum, 
Spiritus! æternas retines, bone rector! habenas, 

Per mare, per terras, coelofque, atque unus Jhova 
Exiftens, celebrabo tuas, memorique fonabo 

Organico plectro laudes. Te pectore amabo, 

Te primum, & medium, © fummum, fed fine carentem, 
O miris mirande modis ! ter maxime rerum ! 
Colluftrat terras dum lumine Titan Eoo ! 


Interpolation 


ea ea a 


—— 


Lentil Cpe, 


aan Ee 
Interpolation, in Fox. Effay, P. 116. 


Tu Pfychephone 
Hypocrifis efto, hoc fub Francifci pallio, 
Tu Thanate, Martyromaftix re & nomine fies. 
Alter’d thus, 
Tu Pfychephone! 
Hypocrifis efto ; hoc fab Francifci. pallio, 
Quo tutd tehi fefe credunt emori, 


Interpolation in Quintianus, Effay P. 117- 


Mic. Cur huc procaci veneris curfu refer ? 
Manere fi quis in fua poteft domo, 
Habitare numquam curet alienas domos.. 
Luc. Quis non, reli&â Tartari nigri domo, | 
; Veniret > IHic fumma tenebrarum lues, 
Ubi pedor ingens redolet extremum. fitum. . 
Hic autem amoena regna, & dulcis quies; 
Ubi ferenus ridet eternum dies. 
Matare facile * eft pondus immenfum levi, . 
Summos dolores. maximijJque guudits. y 
i { 


Interpolation. in Beza.. Effay, Pe 1192. 


Stygemque teftor, & profunda Tartari, . 

Nifi impediret livor, & queis profequor 

Odia fupremum numen, atque hominum genus, , 
Pietate motus hinc patris, & hinc filii, 

Poffem parenti condolere & filio, 

Quafi exuifem omnem. malitiam ex pectores 


Interpolation in Fletchers Effay P. 124;. 


Nec tamen zternos obliti (abfifte timere) 
Umquam animos, feffique ingentes ponimus iras. 


* For Facile, the Word Volupe was fubftituted in.the Effay. 


e 


Nec fas ; non fic deficimus, nec talia tecum 
Geffimius, in ceelos olim tua fign fecuti. 
Eft hic, eft vitæ & magni contemptor Oly npi, 


Quique oblatam animus Slreis nunc refpuat aulam, 
Et domiti tantum placeat cui Regia cœli. 
Ne dubita, NE aie fra&tis hæc pectora, 
Deficient animis : prius ille ing entia cœli 


i 


Atria, defertoique æternæ lucis alumnos 
Deftituens, Erebum meno noctemque profundam, 


Et Stygiis mutet radiantia “lumina flammis. 
In promptu cauffa ¢ eft : Supereft invicta voi oluntas, 
Immortal: odium, vinditte © feva cupido. 


nu mqvan 1 


Interpolations in Taubman. Effay P. 13 


Tune, ait, imperio regere omnia folus ; & una 
Filius ifte tuus, qui fe tibi fubjicit ultro, 


& offert 


Ac genibus minor ad terram pro. (ternit, Oo Off 


` 
J 


Nefcio quos toties animi fervilis honores ! 
VÆ 


Et tamen æterni aike: æterna Jehovæ 
Audit ab ætherea luteaque propagine m undi. 
(Scilicet hunc natum dixifii, cunéta regentem 5 
Gelitibus regem cunctis, “dominum que j fu premum.) 
Huic ego- fim fupplex? ego: ? quo p “ræftantio ior alter 
Non agit in fuperis. Mih ji jus dabit ille, 


Dat caput alterius fub Jys g vincula legum ? 


Semideus reget ifte polos ?. reget avia terre ? 
Me preflam. leviore manu fortuna tenebit ? 
Et cogar aternum duplici fe rvire tyranno 2 
Ha ud ita. ‘Tu folus non polles f 
Non ego fic cccidi, nec fic mea dia premuntur, 
el ie colloque fuperbum 
tihi fi mea dextra favebit, 
romittere mundi. 


yrtibus aufis. 


Ut nequeam relevare 
Excutere impe erium. M 
Audeo totius mihi jus pr¢ 
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Efay 
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Effay, P. 152. 


Throni, dominationes, principatus, virtutes, þoteflates, is faid to 
be a Line borrowed by Mitton from the Title-page of Hey- 
woon's Eerarchy of Angels. But there are more Words in Hey- 
wood’s Title; and, according to his own Arrangement of his 
Subjects, they thould be read thus .— Seraphim, Cherubim, Throni, 
Potefrates, Angeli, Archangeli, Principatus, Doninationes, 


Thefe are my- Interpolations, minutely traced without any 
Arts of Evafion. Whether from the Paflages that yet remain, 
any Reader will- be convinced of my general Affertion, and al- 
low, that Milton had Recourfe for Affiftance to any of the 
Authors whofe names I have mentioned, I thall not now be ver 
diligent to enquire, for I had no particular Pleafure in fubverting 
the Reputation of Milton, which I had myfelf once endeavour’d 
to exalt ;* and of which, the Foundation had always remained 
untouch’d by me, had not my Credit and my Intereft been blaft- 


ed, or thought to be blafted, by the Shade which it cat from its 
boundlefs Elevation. 


About ten Years ago, I publithed an Edition of Dr. ‘fobnfton’s 
Tranflation of the Pfalms, and having procured from the 


* Virorum maximus---Joannes MILTONUsS --Poeta celeberrimus---non An- 
glise modo, foli natalis, verum generis humani ornamentum---cujus eximius liber, An- 
glicanis verfibus confcriptus, vulgo PARADISUS AMISSUS, immortalis illud in- 
genii monumentum, cum ipfa feré æternitate perennaturum eft opus !—Hujus me- 
moriam Anglorum primus, poft tantum, proh dolor ! ab tanti exceflu poeta inter- 
vallum, ftatua eleganti in loco celeberrimo, canobio Weftmonafterienfi, pofita, 
regum, principum, antiftitum, illuftriumque Angliæ virorum czemeterio, vir orna- 
tifimus, Gulielmus Benfon profecutus eft. 

Poetarum Scotorum Mufe Sacre in prefatione, Edinb, 

A Character, as high and honourable as ever was beftowed upon him 
moft fanguine of his Admirers! And as this was my cool and fincere Opinion 
of that wonderful Man formerly, fo I declare it to be the fame ftill, and ever 
will be, notwithftancing all Appearances to the Contrary, occafioned merely by 
Paffion and Refentment 3 which appear, however, by the Poftfcript to the Effay, 
to be fo far from extending to the Pofterity of Milton, that I recommended his. 
only remaining Defcendent, in the warmett terms, to the Publick, 


1739. 
by the 


ous: 


PRE WS aie Nn sue a 
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Seneral Affembly of the Church of Scotland, a Recommendation of 


its Ufe to the lower Claffes of Grammar-Schools, into which I 
had begun to introduce it, though not without much Contro- 
verfy and Oppofition ; I thought i likely, that I thould, by an- 
nual Publications, improve my little Fortune, and be enabled to 
fupport myfelf in Freedom from the Miferies of Indigence, 
But Mr. Pote, in his Malevolence to Mr. Benfon, who had di- 
{tinguifhed himfelf by his Fondnefs for the fame Verfion, de- 
{troyed all my Hopes by a Diftich, in which he places ‘Yobn- 
flon in a contemptuous Comparifon with the Author of Paradife 
Loft. 

From this Time, all my Praifes of ‘Yobn/fon became ridicu- 
lous, and I was cenfured with great Freedom, for forcing upon 
the Schools, an author whom Mr. Pope had mentioned only as 
a Foil to a better Poet. On this Occafion, it was natural not to 
be pleafed, and my Refentment feeking to difcharge itfelf fome 
where, was unhappily directed againft Milton. I refolved to at- 
tack his Fame, and found fome Paflages in curfory Readin 
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which gave me Hopes of fligmatifing him asa Plagiary. The 
farther I carried my Search, the more eager I grew for the Dif- 


+ On two unequal Crutches prop’d he * came, 
MıLTon’s on this, on that One JounsToN’s Name, 
Dunciad.. Book IV, 


* Benfon] This Man endeavouréd to raife himfelf to Fame, by erecting Mio- 
numents, ftriking Coins, and procuring Tranflations of Milton; and afterwards 
by a great Paffion for Arthur Fohnflon, a Scots Phyfician’s Verfion of the Pfalms, 
of which he printed many fine Editions. Notes on the Dunciad. 

No fewer than fix different Editions of that ufeful and valuable Book, two in 
Quarto, two in Odlavo, and two in a leffer Form, now lie like Lumber in the Hand 
of Mr. Vaillant, Bookfeller, the Effeéts of Mr. Pope’s ill-natured Criticifm, 

One of thefe Editions in Quarto, illuftrated with an Interpretation and Notes, 
after the Manner of the Claffick Authors jn ufum Delphini, was by the worthy 
Editor, Anno 1749, infcribed to his Royal Highnefs Prince George, a 


gl S a proper 
Book for his Initruction in Principles of Piety, as well as Knowledge of the Latin 


‘Tongue, when he fhould arrive at due Maturity of Age, To reftore this Book to 
Credit was the Caufe that induced me to engage’ in this difagreeable Controverfy 
5 yo 


sather than any Defign to depreciate the juft Reputation of Milten, 


covery 
oF 


oe 


Sa 


ery 


covery, and the more my Hypothefis was oppofed, the more I 
was heated with Rage. The Confequence, of my blind Paffion, 
J need not relate ; it has-by your Detection, become apparent to 
Mankind, Nor do I mention this Provocation as adequate to 
the Fury which I have thown, but as a Caufe of Anger lefs 
(ham eful and reproachful than fractious Malice, perfonal Envy, 
or national Jealoufy. 

But for the Violation of Truth, I offer no Excufe, becanfe I 
well know, that nothing can excufe it. Nor will I aggravate 
my Crime, by difingenuous Palliations. I confefs it, I repent it, 
and refolve, that my firft Offence fhall be my laft. More I can- 
not perform, and more therefore cannot be required. I intreat 
the Pardon of all‘Men, whom I have by any Means induced, 
to fupport, to countenance, or patronife my Frauds, of which I 
think myfelf oblig’d to declare, that not one of my Friends 
was concious, I hope to deferve, by better Conduct and more 
ufeful Undertakings, that Patronage which I have obtained from 
the moft illuftrious and venerable Names by Mifreprefentation 
-and Delufion, and to appear hereafter in fuch a Character, as 
fhall give you no Reafon to regret that your.Name is frequently 
„mentioned with that of, 


Reverend Sir, 
Pee. 20, 1750. Your moft bumble Servant, 


WILLIAM LAUDER. 


TESTIMONIES concerning Mr, LAUDER, 
Edinb. May 22, .17 44. 
PEA HE SE are certifying, that Mr. William Lauder pak 
a Courfe at this Univerfity, to the general Satisfaction of 
thefe Mafters, under whom he ftudied. That he has apply’d 
him(felf particularly to the Study of: Humanity” ever fince. ‘That 
for feveral Years paft, he has taught with Succefs, Students in 
the Humanity Clafs, who were recommended to him by the 
Profeffor thereof, And laftly, has. taught that Clafs itlelf, dur- 
ing. the Indifpofition, and fince the Death of its. late Profeffor: 
And therefore is, in our Opinion, a fit Perfon to teach Humani- 
ty in.any, School or College whatever. 
F. Gowdie, 8. S-'T. P. 
Matt. Craufurd, S.S. T. & Hitt. Ec.. 
Pr. Reg. 
William Scott, P. P. 
Robert Stuart, Ph. Nat. Pr. 
Col. Drummond, L. G. & P. Pr. 
Col. Mac Laurin, Math. P. Edin. 
Al. Bayne, J. P. 
Charles Macky, Hilt. P: 
Ales. Morro; Anat. P. 
William Dawfon, L.H.. P. 
ALETTER from the Reverend Mr. Patrick Cuming, one of the 
Minifters of Edinburgh, and Regius Profeffor of Church Hiftory 
in. the Univerfity there, to the Rev, Mr. Blair, Rector. of the 
Grammar-School at. Dundee. . 


D. B. 
w TPON a publick Advertifement in the News Papers, of 
the Vacancy of a Mafter’s Place in your School, Mr. Wil- 
liam Lauder, a Friend of mine, propofes to fet up for a Candi- 
date, and goes over for that Purpofe. He has long taught the 
Latin with great Approbation in this Place, and given fuch 


* So the Latin Tongue is call’d in Scotland, from the Latin Phrafe, Clafis hu~ 
enaniorum Literarum, the Claf.or Form where. that Language is taught. 
Proofs : 
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Proofs of his Maftery in that Language, that the beft Judges do 
upon all Occafions recommend him as one who is qualified in the 
beft Manner. He has taught young Boys and young Gentlemen, 
with great Succefs ; nor did I ever hear of any Complaint of him 
from either Parents or Children, I beg Leave to recommend 
him to you as my Friend ; what Friendfhip you fhow him, I will 
look upon as a very great Act of Friendfhip to me, of which he 
and I will retain the moft grateful Senfe, if he is fo happy as to 
be preferr’d. I perfuade myfelf, you will find him ready at all 
Times to be advifed by. you, as I have found him. Indeed if 
Fujiice had been done him, he fhould long ago have been advanced 
jor bis Merit, I ever am, 


D. B. 
Your mof Affectionate 


Edin, Nov. 13, 1742. 
Humble Servant, 


PATRICK CUMING. 


A LETTER from Mr. Mac-Laurin, late Profeffor of Mathema- 
ticks in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, to the Rev. Mr. George 
Blair, Rector of the Grammar-School at Dundee. . 

SIR, 
H O’ unacquainted, I take the Liberty of giving you this 
Trouble, from the Defire I have always had ‘to fee Mr. 

Lauder provided in a Manner fuited to his Talent. I know him 
to have made uncommon Progrefs in claffical Learning, to have 
taught it with Succefs, and never heard there could be any Com- 
plaint againft his Method of teaching. I am, indeed, a Stranger 
to the Reafons of his want of Succefs on former Occafions. But 
after converfing with him, I have Ground to hope, that he will 
be always advifed by you, for whom he profefles great Efteem, 
and will be ufeful under you. Jam, 


5 LR, 


v Ve Kd n 1 yh š ; 
onat a) KaR Tah, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
AVOV. 30, 1742. 


CoLtin Mac-Laurin, 
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sf LETTER from the Authors of the Univerfal Hiftoi y to Mr 
LAUDER, 


pAg Bey / P ee f r : 
Learned STR, London, Auguf 12, 1741, 
\ 7 HEN we fo gladly took the firft Opportunity of revive 


ing the Memory and Merit of your incomparable “fobn= 
flion, in the firft Volume of our Univerfal Hiftory, our chief Aim 
was to excite fome generous Mecenas to favour the World with 
a new Edition ofa Poem which we had long fince beheld with 
no finall Concern, buried, as it were, by fome unaccountable 
Fatality, into an almoft total Oblivion; whilft others of that 
Kind, none of them fuperior, many vaftly inferior to it, rode, 
unjuitly, as we thought, triumphant over his filent Grave. And 
it is with great Satisfaction that we have feen our Endeavours fo 
happily crown’d in the Edition you foon after gave of it at Edin- 
burgh, in your learned and judicious Vindication of your excel- 
dent Author, and more particularly by the juft Deference which 
your learned and pious Convocation has been pleafed to pay to 
that admirable Verfion. 

We have had fince then, the Pleafure to fee your worthy Ex- 
ample followed here, in the feveral beautiful Editions of the 
Honourable Mr. Auditor Benfon, with his critical Notes upon 
the Work. 

It was, indeed, the fartheft from our Thoughts, to enter into 
the Merit of the Controverfy between your two great Poets, 
Jobnfon and Buchanan ; neither were ‘we fo partial to either as 
not to fee, that each had their Shades as well as Lights ; fo that, 
if the Latter has been more happy in the Choice and Variety 
of his Metre, it is as plain, that he has given his poetic Genius 
fuch an unlimited Scope, as has in many Cafes quite disfigured 
the peculiar and inimitable Beauty, Simplicity, and Energy of the 
Original, which the former, by a more clofe and judicious Ver- 
fion, has conftantly, and furprifingly difplay’d. Something like 
this we ventur’d to hint in our Note upon thefe two noble 
Verfions ; to have faid more, would have been inconfittent with 
our defigned Brevity, 


Ç We 


We have likewile fince feen what your Opponent has writ in 
Praife of the one, and Derogation of the other, and think you 
have fufficiently confuted him, and with Refpe& to us, he has 
been fo far from giving us any Caufe to retract what we had for- 
merly faid, that it has adminiftered an Occafion to us of vindi- 
cating it, as we have lately done by fome critical Notes on your, 
excellent “fobnfton, which we communicated foon after to. Mr. 
A. B. who was pleas’d to give them a Place in his laft Edition 
of him, and which we doubt not you have feen long ago. How 
they have been relifhed among you we know not, but with us 
they have been thought fufficient to prove what we have ad- 
vanced, as well as to direct the attentive Reader, to difcover new 
Inftances of your Author’s Exaétnefs and Elegance, in every Page, 
if not almoft in every Line. 
We gratefully accept of the Books, and kind Complements 
you were pleafed to tranfmit to us by Mr. Straban, and had 
long fince return’d you our Thanks, but for the many Avoca- 
tions which the great Work you know us to be engaged in doth 
of Neceffity bring upon us; obliging us, or fome at leaft of our 
Society, to make from Time to Time an Excurfion to one of 
other of our two learned Univerfities, and confulting them upon 
the beft Method of carrying on this Work to the greateft Ad- 
vantage to the Public. ‘This has been fome confiderable Part of 
our Employment for thefe twelve Months paft ; and we flatter 
ourfelves, that we have, with their Affiftance and Approbation, 
made fuch confiderable Improvements on our original Plan, as 
will {carcely fail of being acceptable to the learned World, They 
will fhortly appear in print, to convince the World that we 
have not been idle, tho’ this Sixth Volume is like to appear 
fomewhat later in the Year than was ufual with our former, ones, 
We {hall take the Liberty to trapfmit fome Copies of our new 
Plan to you as foon as they are printed. All we have left to 
with, with refpect to your excellent Countryman. and his Ver- 
fion is, that it may always meet with fuch powerful and impar- 
tial Advocates, and that it may be as much efteemed by all candid 
Judges, as it is by, Learned SIR, 
Your fincere Well-wifbers and bumble Servants, 
Th AUTHORS of the Univerfal Hiftory. 
A 


Learned and worthy S I R, 
PwTRHESE wait on 
i have done a Perfon, equally unl 
your valuable Pr 


A LETTER from, the Learn 


Ar. ROBERT AINSWORTH, Zan 
thor of the Latin and Englith Dichonary, to Mr. LAUDER. 


you to thank you for the Honour you 
wn as undeferving, in 
t, which I did not receive till feveral Weeks 


after it was fent: And fince I received it, my Eyes have been fo 
bad, and my Hand fo unftable, that I have been forced to defer 


my Duty, as defirous to thank you with my own Hand. 


I con- 


gratulate to your Nation the juft Honour afcribed to it by its 
Neighbours and more diftant Countries, in having bred two 
fuch excellent Poets as your Buchanan and ‘fobn/ton, whom to 
name is to commend; but am.concerned for their Honour at 
home, who being committed together, feem to me both to fuf- 


fer a Diminution, whilft Juftice is done to neither. 


But at the 


fame Time I highly approve your Nation’s Piety in bringing into 
your Schools facred inftead of profane Poefy, and heartily with 
that ours, and all Chriftian Governments, would follow your 


Example herein. 


If a Mixture of Utile Dulci be the beft Cóm- 


pofition in Poetry, (which is too evident-to need the Judgment 
of the niceft Critic in the Art) furely the Utile fo tranfcendently 
excels in the facred Hymns, that a Chriftian muft deny his 
Name that doth not acknowledge it: And if the Dulce feem not 
equally to excel, it muft be from a vitiated Tafte of thofe who 
read them in the Original, and in others at Second-Hand from 


Tranflations. 


For the Manner of writing in the Eaft and Weft are 


widely diftant, and which to a Paraphraft muft render his Tafk 


exceeding difficult, as requiring a perfect Knowled 
es, wherein the Idioms and Graces of Speech, caufed by the 


guag 


e in two Lan- 


Diverfity of their Religion, Laws, Cuftoms, Gc. are as remote 
as the Inhabitants, wherein notwithftanding your Poets have fuc- 


ceeded to Admiration. 


Your main Conteft feems to me, when ftript of Perfons, whe- 
ther the Eafy or Sublime in Poefy be preferable ; if fo, 


Non opis eft nofire tantam componere litem : 


nor 


> — FBS 


Pe EISE ie pHa gira. oy a ME Ren PERM BANS Fay pentane TAE 
SOC EA IAA Tb E RAA EA Me oO ha Fors YR Veil ogee aE oF ek! S 
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nor think I it in your Cafe material to be decided. Both thefe 
. have their particular Excellencies and Graces, and Youth ought 

to be taught wherein (which the Matter ought chiefly to deter- 
mine) the one hath place, and where the other. -Now fince the 
Hymns of David, Mofes, and other divine Poets intermixt with 
them, (infinitely excelling thofe of Callimachus, Alcaus, Sappho, 
Anacreon, and all others) abound in both thefe Virtues, and both 
your Poets are acknowledged to be very happy in paraphrafing 
them, it is my Opinion both of them, without giving the leaft 
Preference to either, fhould be read alternately in your Schools, 
as the Tutor fhall direét. Pardon, learned Sir, this Scribble to. 
my Age and Weaknefs, both which are very great, and command 
me wherein I may ferve you, as, 


Learned SIR, 
Your obliged, thankful, and obedient Servant, 


Spitalfields, Sept. 1741. ROBERT AINSWORTH. 


44 LETTER from the Authors of the Univerfal Hiftory to Mr, 
Auditor BENSON, 


SaL. 
T is with no {mall Pleafure that we fee Dr. Yobnfon’s Tranfla- 
| tion of the Pfalms revived in fo elegant a Manner, and 
adorned with fuch a juft and learned Difplay of its inimitable 
Beauties. As we flatter ourfelves that the Character we gave it 
in our firt Volume of the Univerfal Hiftory, did in fome Mea- 
fure contribute to it, we hope, that in Juftice to that great Poet, 
you will permit us to caft the following Mites into your Trea- 
fury of critical Notes on his noble Verfion. We always thought 
the Palm by far this Author’s due, as upon many other Ac- 
counts, fo efpecially for two Excellencies hitherto not taken 
notice of by any Critic, that we know of, and which we beg 
Leave to tranfmit to you, and if you think fit, by you to the Pub- 

lic, in the following Obfervations, 

We beg Leave to fubfcribe ourfelves, 
BL Ree 

The Authors of the Universat HISTORY. 
Dr. 


E 


Dr. Ifaac Watts, D. D. in his late Book, entitle 


PON the whole Surve 
that for almoft all 


ment of the Mind, Lond, 1741, 


it would be much {afer to be taught Latin Poefy (as 


far as they can need it) 
vid's Pfalms 


» Which are given us by Buchanan in 


d, The Improve- 
Pe 114, 

y of Things, it is my Opinion, 
Boys who learn this Tongue 


[the Latin 
foon, and as 


from thofe excellent Tranflations of Da- 


the : various 


Meafures of Horace ; and the hwer Glaffes had „better read Dr, 


Fobnjton’s Tranflation of thofe P 


falms, another elegant Writer of 


the Scots Nation, inftead of Ovig’s Epifiles; for he has turned 


the fame Palms, 


perhaps with greater Elegancy, 


into Elegiac 


Verfe, whereof the learned W. Benfon, Efq; has lately publith’d 


a new Edition, and I hear tl 
encrealing Ufe in the Schools of Holland and Scotland. 
or a Couplet of thofe Writers would no 
the Minds of Youth, and wou 
with pious and moral Thoughts, 


naking them good Men and Chriftians, 


An Act of the Commiffion of the General Ajfembly 


Scotland, 


phrafe of the 
At Edinburgh, 13b of November, 
Petition having been prefented to 
bly, by Mr. Willam Lauder, 
burgh, craving, That Dr. 
the Pfalms of David, and Mr, Robert Boyd. of Tr 
tombe Chriftiana, may be recommended to 
mar-{chools ; and the Affembly having a 
of their Number to take the Defire of 
their Confideration, 
Committee offered. their 


A 


of 


iat thefe Pfalms are honour’d with an 


A Stanza, 


w and then ftick upon 
ld furnith them infinitely better 
and do fomething towards 


the 


Kirk of 


recommending Dr. Arthur Johniton’s Latin P iV a= 


Pfalms of David, &e, 


Teacher 


and report to the Commiffion : 
Opinion, 


“i 


1740. poft meridiem, 
the late General Aflem- 
of Humanity in Edine 
Arthur Jobnfon’s Latin Paraphrafe on 
ochrig his Heca- 
be taught in all Gram- 
ppointed a Committee 
the forefaid Petition into 


The faid 


that the CommifGon fhould 


grant the Defire of the faid Petition, and recommend the faid 


Dr. Fobnfton’s Para 


the Schools, 


phrafe to be taught in the lower Claffes of 


and Mr. George Buchanan’ s Paraphrafe on the 
Pfalms, together with Mr. Robert Boyd. of Trochrig’s 


Hecatombe 
Chriftiana: 


Chriftiana in the higher Claffes of Schools, and Humanity-Clafies 
in Univerfities. ‘Tus Commission having heard the faid Re- 
port, unanimoufly approved thereof, and did, and hereby do re- 


feels &95 


commend accordingly., Extracted by 
William Grant, * Cl. Ecl. Sc. 


A Lerter from the Learned Mr. Abraham Gronovius, Secre- 
tary to the Univerfity of Leyden, to Mr. Lauder, concerning the 
Adamus Exful of Grotius. 

Clarifime Viro, Wilbelino Laudero, Abrahamus Gronovius, S. P. D. 
yOAquam binæ literæ tue ad me perlate fuerunt, duas edi- 
tiones carminum H. Grotii, viri vere fummi, excuffi; verùm 
ab utraque Tragædiam, quam Adamum Exfulem infcripfit 6 raw, 
abeffe deprehendi ; neque ullum ejufdem exemplar, quamvis trest 
editiones exftare adnotaveram, ullibi offendere potui, adeo ut fpe, 
guam vorabam defiderio Tuo fatisfaciendi, me -prorfus excidifle 
exiftimarem. 
Verùm nuperrime forté contigit, ut primam Trágædiæ Grotiang 
editionem, Hage, An. 1601. publicatam, beneficio amiciffim1 
nihi Viri natus fuerim, ejufque, decem priores paginas, qui- 
bus preter chorum actus primus comprehenditur, a Jacobo meo, 
optime fpei adolefcente, tranfcriptas nunc ad Te mitto. Vale vir 
Doétifime, meque ut facis amare perge. Dabam Lugd. Bat. 
A. D. iv. Eid. Sept. A. D. M DCCXLVI. i 


A Second LETTER from the Jame Gentleman to Mr. Lauder, on 
the fame Subject. 


Clariffime atque Eruditiffime Vir | 
WpOfteaquam tandem Jacobus meus refiduam partem, quam de- 
| fiderabas, Tragædiæ Grotiane tranf{cripferat, ut ea diutius 
careres, committere nolui: quod autem citius illam ad finem 


* This honourable Gentleman is now his Majefty’s Advocate for Scotland, 

+ Though Gronovius here mentions only three Editions of this noble and curious 
Performance, the Adamus Exful of Grotius; yet it appears from the Catalogue of 
his Works, that no fewer than four have been printed, two in Quarto, and two 
In OGavo, in the Years 1601, r608, and 1635; two having becn made, one in 
Quarto, the other in Octavo, Anno 1601. 


perdu- 


Py ° LA ° a] 
peraucere non potuerit, obititerunt variæ occupationes, quibus: 
diftriétus fuit. Nam preter icholaftica ftudia, quibus ftrenué 
ncubuit, ip cor nponenda erat Oratio, qua TU A linguæ 
orp ne Vo a -T IAAT o YA Tc ah e a > 
Grec: „atij neq Ti gonone ere 2 ca nque, quod VE nen ter lætor, 
venu! a Qr y) {ti wma FA a r {ful pik Ry r gy9yn-¢ ‘ Van hu Thi 
nuite, & quidem ftilo ligato, compofuit, & in magna auditorum 
Corona pronuntiavit. Quod autem ad ex emplar ipfum, quo Ada- 
494) j Bs (bs MAIA 42 ma on A T 1 WA 
mus Exful comprehenditur, {pectat, id lubens, re fh eum foret; 


ac te perferri curarem, verim illud a Clarifimo Po efo re tanti 
i í : 


° if ° 


x anA HoR ARH iii T i 

æitimatur, ut perfuafum habeam me iflud minimè ab ipfo impe 
4 4 
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traturum : & fane facra carmina Grotii adeo rarò obvia funt, v 

eorundem exemplar apud ipfos Remon/trantium Ecclefiaftas 


fruftra quæfiverim. 

Opus pn infcriptum eft Henrico BorBoNIo, Principi 
ConDÆO; & forma libri eft in quarto, ut nullo pacto literis in- 
cludi poft. Ceterum, pro fplendidiffima & Magne ‘Britannia 
Principe, cui meritò dicata eft, dig gna Editione Pfalmorum, ex Ver- 
fione metrica omnium ferè Pora ım Principis FO NS. PONT 
maximas- tibi grates habet agitque Jacobus. Utinam Hlu- 
firiflimus Be nfonus in ufum Sereniffimi Principis, atque pee: 
niorum in altiora furgentium, eddem formå, ii demque typis exa 
rari juberet divinos illos Ciceronis de Officiis libros, dignos pi, 
quos diurn noctur rnâque manu verfaret Princeps, a i: ali- 
quando Britannici regni majeftas & populi falus pende ebunt ! In- 
terim tibi, ernditiffime Vir, atque etiam politiffimo D. Caveo; 
pro muneribus literariis, quæ`per nobilifimum La rwlonium * ad 
me curåftis,, magno opere me obftritum agnofco, eademque 
summa cum voluptate a me perleéta funt, 

Filius meus te plu irimum falutat. 

Vale Dodtiffime vir, meifque verbis D, Cavenm fa 
amare perge, 


( 


1 
i 


uta, atque 


Tuum, 
Dabım Leidis, A. D. xrv. Kal. J i Be 
RA { -RONOV TIRE 
Majas, A. D. M DCCXLVID ABRAHAM UM VrRONOVIUM, 
* The Perfon here meant was- the learned and worthy Dr. Z/aae Lawfon, late 


Phyfician to the Englifh Army in Flanders ; by whom Mr. Gronovius did me the 
Jonour to tranfmit-to me two or three A&s of the Adan mus Æ. Jub of Gratias, 
tranfcrib’d by his fon Mr, Fames. The Truth of this P I articular confifts perfectly 

well with the Knowk dge £ ti the D: XCtor’s Brother, EF, john Lawfon, Efq; Coun flg 
at Law; who alfo had the fame T “hing lat tely confirm’d to him by Mr. Gronovius 


himfelf in Holand, aa 
POST 


oe DA Pe ý s AG Phase 
Gest EB N TE anaes ED BA Sia VE at GEI a Ac 
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A ND now my. Character is plac’d above all Sufpicion of 
A Fraud by authentick Documents, Pll make bold at laft to 
pull off the Mafk, and declare fincerely the true Motive that 
indue’d me to interpolate a few Lines into fome of the Authors 
quoted by me in my Effay on Mi/ton, which was this: Know- 
ing the Prepoffeflion in Favour of Milton, how deeply it was 
rooted in many, I was willing to make ‘Trial, if the: partial Ad- 
mirers of that Author would admit a Tranflatioa< of<his own 
Words to -pafs for his Senfe, or exhibite his Meaning; which I 
thought they would not: Nor was I miftaken in my ConjeGture, 
forafmuch as feveral Gentlemen, feemingly Perfons of Judgment 
and Learning, aflur’>d me, they humbly conceiv’d I had -not 
prov’d my Point, and that Mion might have written as he has ~ 
done, fuppofing he had never feen thefe Authors, or they had 
never exifted. Such is the Force of Prejudice! This exactly -con- 
firms the judicious Obfervation of the excellent Moralift and Poet: 

Pravo favore labi: mortales folent, or 

Et pro judicio: dum ‘flant.erroris fut, 

Ad pænitehdum rebus manifefis agi. 
For had I defign’d (as the Vindicator of Milton fuppofes) to im- 
pofe a Trick on the Publick, and’ procure’Credit to my Affertions 
by an Impofture, I would never have drawn Lines from Fog’ s 
Tranflation of Mr/ton, a Book common at every Sale, I had al- 
moft faid at every Stall, nor afcrib’d them to Authors fo eafily at- 
tain’d : I would have gone another Way to work, by tranflating 
forty or fifty Lines, and affigning them to an Author, whofe 
«Works poflibly might not be found till the World expire at the 
general Conflagration, My.impofing therefore on the Publick in 
General, inftead of a few obftinate Perfons (for whofe Sake alone 
the Stratagem was defign’d) is the only Thing culpable in my Con- 
duct, for which again I moft humbly afk Pardon: And that this, 
and this only was, as no other could be, my Defign, no one J 
think can doubt, from the Account I have juft now given; and ~ 
whether that was fo criminal, as it has been reprefented, I thall 
leave every impartial Mind to determine. 


eae Pd INO Tes 
ERRATUM, In Page 13, Line x0. in the Notes for 1749 read rigs 
bo: ie . 4 
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